Call for Participation 
The United Nations University – International Leadership Institute has the pleasure in inviting you to take part in a leadership course on:
Leadership towards the Elimination of all Forms of Violence against Women 

31 July - 3 August, 2007
Amman/Jordan 

Invited to apply are: youth of both genders and different nationalities (age 20-25), academicians, researcher or activist working with issues being addressed. Youth will be the major target group of participants. While researchers, activists and academicians may also participate, they can serve as speakers talking about their initiatives and organizations dealing with violence against women. 

Deadline for application: June.10. 2007
Brief Description:

Gender-based violence is recognized today as major issue on the international Human Rights agenda. The Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (1993) defines violence against women as “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or mental harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.“ Furthermore, the Declaration stresses that violence against women can take many forms. Women’s rights activist and NGO’s as well as international human right’s organizations around the world are working to advocate for the protection of women from all forms of gender-based violence. Their work takes different forms including advocacy, victims support, policy recommendation, and raising awareness. The exercise of leadership is essential to end violence against women and good leadership is critical at all levels (local, national, regional and international). The conference will address the range of challenges related to the role of leadership in overcoming the challenges facing initiatives and programmes aiming at eliminating gender-based violence. 

The conference sets the following objectives:  

· Explore and identify initiatives taking place worldwide to eliminate violence against women.

· Raise awareness of existing initiatives as well as the forms of violence they tackle. 

· Address the commonalities and differences between such initiatives, as well as the challenges facing them.  

· Exchange knowledge, experiences from the field and ideas on successful leadership to eliminate violence against women. 

· Develop best strategies to eliminate violence against women, and combine knowledge, insights and experiences into real solutions.
The course methodology will include lectures, working groups and discussion roundtables, case studies, and field visits.

Issues to be covered in the course: 
· The role and impact of leadership in the elimination of gender-based violence. 
· A global overview on facts and figures on violence against women. 

· The International Institutional and legal Frameworks on violence against women 
· Insight into different initiatives addressing violence against women at different levels of society (local, national and international). In this relation, how and if challenges facing such initiatives differ from one regional or cultural context to another. 
· Case studies of concrete initiatives towards the ending of; honor killings, female genital cuttings, dowry-related violence, trafficking of women and forced prostitution, rape and sexual harassment, as well as violence against women in armed conflict and war. 

Please note, that the UNU-ILI will not be able to cover course fees, accommodation or travel expenses. Only certain applicants will be taken into consideration for fully or partially coverage of course expenses. Please indicate whether or not you will be able to cover your own expenses in your application form and further indicate what expenses you are applying for the UNU-ILI to cover. 
Interested? Please go to: www.la.unu.edu or see attached application form (please note, that there is one form for faculty and one form for participant).  
Or, Please contact:
Dr. Ibtesam Al-Atiyat

United Nations University/ International Leadership Institute
P.O. Box 13236 Amman 11942 Jordan
Tel.: +962-6-533 7075/ EXT 307
Fax: +962-6-535 6099
Email: alatiyat@la.unu.edu
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