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Concept 
Gender-based violence is recognized today as a major issue on the international human rights agenda. The Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (1993) defines violence against women as “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or mental harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.” The declaration goes on stressing that violence against women can take many forms and encompasses, inter alia, “physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family and in the general community, including battering, sexual abuse of children, dowry-related violence, rape, female genital mutilation and other traditional practices harmful to women, non-spousal violence and violence related to exploitation, sexual harassment and intimidation at work, in educational institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in women, forced prostitution, and violence perpetrated or condoned by the state.” 
Although Gender-based violence is universal, differing only in scope from one society to the next, reliable data on its incidence are generally lacking, especially for developing countries. In many countries the issue of violence against women is considered a private one and does not invite political or legal interference. The existence of state policies towards the issue is also very lacking. Violence against women goes in many parts of the world unreported and even un-criminalized and unpunished. 

To change this reality, many women’s rights activists and NGOs as well as international human rights organizations around the world are working to advocate for the protection of women from all forms of gender-based violence. Their work took many forms including among many other forms advocacy, victims support, policy recommendation, and raising awareness. This work proved that the exercise of leadership is essential to end violence against women, and that leadership towards the ending of violence against women is critical at all levels (local, national, regional and international) and by all sectors (including politicians and government officials, opinion formers, business leaders, civil society organizations and community leaders). These initiatives have also proved that women’s as well as men’s involvement in ending gender based-violence is crucial. 
Against this background the course will target young women and men of the age group 20-25 to first expose them to the different forms of violence against women, introduce them to the types of initiatives taking place to end it, and finally offer them the chance to come up with ideas of their own on how to eliminate violence against women learning from past experiences, taking into account socio-political and cultural hindrances, and looking forward a better violence free future. 

Among the major questions the course will discuss:

1. What role can gender-sensitive leadership play in ending all forms of violence against women?

2. What forms and what qualifications should leadership have in order to help ending violence against women? 

3. What lessons can be learned form the long time experiences and initiatives on ending gender-based violence?

4. What are the common challenges faced by such initiatives worldwide? What are “Region-Specific challenges”, and or “Culture-Specific” challenges? And how to better overcome these challenges? 
5. What needs to be done at the global, regional and national level to end gender- based violence from the perspective of different stakeholders?  

Academicians, experts and activists will cover a wide range of forms of violence, discuss each form implicitly and examine the role and the impact of leadership in the elimination of gender based violence. Among the issues that will be covered: 

1. Initiatives towards ending “Honor Killing”
2.  Initiatives towards ending Female Genital Cutting
3. Initiatives towards ending dowry-related violence

4. Initiatives towards ending Trafficking of women and forced prostitution

5. Initiatives towards ending Domestic Violence

6. Initiatives towards ending Rape and Sexual harassment

7. Initiatives towards ending violence against women in Armed Conflicts and war times.

Target Group and Course Objectives
The course aims to:

1. Explore and identify initiatives taking place worldwide to eliminate violence against women. 
2. Raise awareness of such initiative as well as the forms of violence they tackle

3. Address the commonalties and differences between such initiatives
4. Address challenges facing them, and 

5. Exchange experiences in this field and think together about best strategies to eliminate violence.

6. Imagine a world free of gender based violence and best ways to realize it. 

The major target group of this course will be young women and men of the age group 20-25 years old. This age group will constitute the majority of our participants. Speakers including academicians, Human rights and women’s activists will be invited to serve as faculty and deliver case studies and lectures on the topic. Faculty will be in charge of facilitating the session of “Young People Imagining a World Free Violence against Women” in which young participants will imagine change and suggest possible measures to make it real. This exercise is meant to empower young men and women’s and provide them with the opportunity to learn about violence against women and think of real solutions to end it. Maximum no. 30 participant.
  Although participation in the course is open to all nationalities a special focus will be given to the participants coming from countries where the special forms of violence against women stated above.

Leadership Towards the Elimination of all Forms of Violence Against Women
Day 1

Session I

9.00-10.00: Opening
10.00-10.30: Facts and Figures on Violence against Women - a global   overview. 

10.30-11.00: International Institutional Framework on violence against women    

11.00-11.30: Discussion 

11.30-12.00: Break 

12.00-12.30: International Legal Framework on violence against women 

12.30-13.00: Discussion 
13.00-14.00: Lunch 

Session II – Case Studies I: Honor Killings   
14.00-14.30: 1. The Case of Jordan 

14.30-15.00: 2. The Case of Pakistan 

15.00-16.30: Discussion 

16.30-19.00: Film 

19.00: End of Day One 

Day 2

Session III – Case studies II: Female Genital Cutting 

9.00-9.30: Case of Sudan/Egypt

9.30-10.00: Case of Ghana (or any other African country)

10.00-11.00: Discussion 

11.00-11.30: Break 

Session IV – Case Studies III: Trafficking of women and Forced Prostitution 

11.30-12.00: Case 1

12.00-12.30: Case 2

12.30-13.00: Discussion

13.00-14.00: Lunch 

14.00-15.00 Discussion on Trafficking 

Session V – Case Studies VI: Domestic Violence  
15.00-15.30: Case 1

15.30-16.00: Case 2

16.00-16.30: Break 

16.30-17.00: Discussion 

17.00: End of day 2

Day 3

Session VI – Case Studies VI: Sexual Harassment and Rape
9.00-9.30: Case on Sexual Harassment (European country)

9.30-10.00: Case on Rape (US)

10.00-11.00: Discussion 

11.00-11.30: Break 

Group Discussions: Youth imagine a world free of violence against women
11.30-13.00: Group Work (1): What lessons have we learned from the cases presented?  

13.00-14.00: Lunch

14.00-16.00: Group work (2): What challenges the initiatives on eliminating all forms violence against women?

16.00-16.30: Break 

16.30-17.30: Group work presentations

17.30: End of day 3

Day 4
Session VII – Youth imagine a world free of violence against women
9.00-11.00: What strategies work better? 

11.00-11.30: Break 

11.30-12.30: What policy recommendation we can offer to the broader struggle to eliminate violence against women?  

12.30-13.30: Lunch

13.30-15.30: Group work presentation 

Day 5
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